The Christmas ox was to be my way of saying thank you for the co-operation of the past year; and since it was to be our last Christmas
in the field, I determined to slaughter the largest, meatiest ox that money could buy, insuring that the feast and trance dance would be a
success. Through December I kept my eyes open at the wells as the cattle were brought down for watering.Â The thought that the
Bushmen were alive and well in the Kalahari was strangely comforting. Perhaps, armed with that independence and with their superb
knowledge of their environment, they might yet survive the future. Postscript to a Christmas Story: The People of /Xai/xai Thirty Years
On (December 2000). Eating Christmas In The Kalahari R. Borshay Lee. Topics. anthropology buchmans. suddenly entering a new
culture. "Eating Christmas in the Kalahari" by Richard Lee is a perfect example of naive realism. Lee thought that Christmas would.Â
The sources of cultural misunderstanding made by the anthropologists in the readings from Spradley and McCurdy are affected by many
factors including naive realism, culture shock and fully understanding what is culturally and ethically appropriate. Naive realism is the
belief that people see the world in the same way, and culture shock is a condition of confusion and feelings of loneliness and anxiety
experienced by someone suddenly entering a new culture. "Eating Christmas in the Kalahari" by Richard Lee is a perfect example of
naive realism. In this article, social anthropologist Richard Lee learns an important lesson while working in the Kalahari Desert studying
the !Kung Bushman. Lee had been working studying hunting and gathering substinence subsistence economy of the !Kung. In order to
study this effectively, Lee was restricted in his cooperation in terms of sharing food with the !Kung.Â That being said, Lee wanted to
make up for his supposed stinginess by purchasing the Christmas ox. This is a tradition within among the Bushman where it is custom to
slaughter an ox for the community as an annual goodwill gesture. One would find the largest youngest ox with a thick layer of fat
underneath their hide to feed the entire Bushman community for Christmas dinner.

