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response to Muslims. Allah and the Trinity. by Miroslav Volf IN THE FALL OF 2008,1 got a chance to ask one of the Muslim world's most
prominent clerics. Sheikh Habib Ali al-Jifri, founder and director of the Tabah Foundation, a question of great interest to me. "Do you
think that Muslims and Christians worship the same God?" Sheikh al-Jifri answered without hesitation: "Yes, they do. In the Qur'a n it is
written: 'Our God and your God is One.'" "But Christians believe that God is the Holy Trinity, and Muslims disagree. How do you then st
He smiled enigmatically and said, "What the archbishop of Canterbury wrote about the Trinity in his response to the 'Common Word'
was very helpful." Only a few months previously, Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams had responded to "A Common Word
Between Us and You," an open letter sent by 138 Muslim scholars to Pope Benedict XVI and Protestant leaders.Â Upon reading
Miroslav Volfâ€™s article â€œAllah and the Trinityâ€ (March 8), I was reminded of Athanasiusâ€™s understanding of the Trinity.
Athanasius compared the Trinity to a lighted candle: the lighted candle is a flame; the flame is light and the flame is heat, but it is all one
flame. In Christianity, the doctrine of the Trinity states that God is a single being who exists, simultaneously and eternally, as a
communion of three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Within Islam, however, such a concept of plurality within
God is a denial of monotheism and foreign to the revelation found in Muslim scripture. Shirk, the act of ascribing partners to God â€“
whether they be sons, daughters, or other partners â€“ is considered to be a form of unbelief in Islam. The â€œ...we worship one God in
Trinity, and Trinity in Unity for there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, another of the Holy Ghost is all one they are not
three gods, but one God the whole three persons are co-eternal and co-equal he therefore that will be saved must thus think of the
Trinity...â€ (excerpts from the.Â They, in turn, accuse the Muslims of not even knowing what the Trinity is, pointing out that the Quran
sets it up as Allah the Father, Jesus the Son, and Mary his mother. And when Allah will say, "O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the
people, 'Take me and my mother as deities besides Allah ?'" He will say, "Exalted are You! It was not for me to say that to which I have
no right.Â Furthermore, verses 19:88-93, 23:91, and 112:1-4 are relevant to the doctrine of "Trinity": They say: "(Allah) Most Gracious
has begotten a son!" Indeed ye have put forth a thing most monstrous! At it the skies are ready to burst, the earth to split asunder, and
the mountains to fall down in utter ruin, that they should invoke a son for (Allah) Most Gracious. For it is not consonant with the majesty
of (Allah) Most Gracious that He should beget a son. Not one of the beings in the heavens and the earth but must come to (Allah) Most
Gracious as a servant.

